DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

powers. Other things have taken me from being
constantly with you, but nothing has lessened my
intense love for you and longing to quiet every
pain which touches you and to fulfil, even in the
' distance, his request. Oh, darling Mama, were
there words in which I could express to you how
much I am bound up with you, how constantly
my thoughts and my prayers are yours, I would
write them. The sympathies of our souls can only
tell each other how tender my love and gratitude
to you is, and how vividly I feel every new trial
or new thing with you and for you."1

For three months from May till the end of August
next year, 1864, she and Louis were with the Queen,
and then the letters began again with their enchanting
jumble of daily topics and the treasures of her heart.
Her second daughter Elizabeth, known as Ella, was
born in November; there was a momentary disappoint-
ment over the sex, but the two little girls would
make a very pretty pair. The baby screamed a good
deal at her christening, but Sister Victoria behaved
beautifully except that she kept tumbling over her
footstool every other minute. Hitherto there had
been little sympathy between Princess Louis and her
mother-in-law, but now a bond of love and compre-
hension began firmly to forge itself. The Queen had
arranged that John Brown should be with her
not in Scotland only but at Windsor and Osborne,
so that she could ride her pony there with him in
attendance. Alice cordially approved : she was so
glad her mother had done that, for driving was a

1 Princess Christian, Alice, pp. 89, 90.
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